
   

 

   

 

Strelley Academy Reading Protocol. 

‘The more you read the more you’ll know, the more you learn the more places you’ll go.’ 

 

Reading is at the heart of all we do in the classroom and around school.  At Strelley we will: 

1. Implement an approach in the Early Years and beginning of Key Stage One that: 

- Focuses on the early building blocks for reading. 

- Supports language and vocabulary development 

- Recognises the importance of decoding 

- Is led by a Phonics leader who supports, advises, and assesses the impact of the 

phonics teaching.  

2. Use a systematic approach to early reading across the whole school.   

3. Create an atmosphere across the whole school that: 

- Develops a love of reading 

- Promotes a talk-rich, book-based environment to support the ability to understand 

words and grammar, to use imagination and to develop speech. 

- Develops reading for understanding.  

 

Teaching of Reading: 

1) Structured phonics delivery, using Little Wandle: Letters and Sounds for every child in 

foundation and year one.  

2) Those pupils who require further support with their phonics in years 2 to 6 will receive Little 

Wandle: Letters and Sounds Rapid Catch-up teaching.   

3) Each child has a book or books to read individually: 

 

*For those children who are not yet reading fluently the Reading for Pleasure book to be shared 

with adults in school and at home.   

4) Whole class reading lessons: 

Book of the week in EYFS – oral comprehension skills using a Reading for Pleasure book.  

KS1 – Year 1 and 2 – Three reading sessions a week as part of Little Wandle: Letters and Sounds 

 



   

 

   

 

KS2 – themed reading which includes fluency practice (accuracy, automaticity, prosody), 

vocabulary building (including specific tier two and three teaching) and comprehension 

(question, predict, clarify, summarise and activate prior knowledge). 

5) Linked reading within topic and writing projects, where appropriate. 

6) Assessing reading development: phonics screening, NFER assessments, Herts4Learning 

YARC, fluency rubrics, Reading Plus individualised assessments.  

7) Interventions: Little Wandle:Letters and Sounds rapid catch up plus additional bespoke 

interventions as required through Learning Plans, Herts4Learning Reading Fluency project 

8) Teachers modelling fluency through daily whole class novel. 

9) Those children who are within the lowest twenty percent of readers in each year will be 

heard read in school at least three times a week, which may be part of class reading 

sessions.  

 

Motivation to read for pleasure 

Teachers should know books.     

Raising the image of reading in the school – reading assemblies, author visits, hearing the class 

novel daily. 

Reading incentives – free books.  

Involving parents (Boom Reader, reading breakfasts, adult library.) 

A reading for pleasure session each Friday, where children from upper Key Stage 2 share their 

reading with those in lower Key Stage 2.  

Access to high quality books from the Reading for Pleasure book spines.   

 

Becoming immersed in books – the reading environment 

Books in classrooms and library easily accessible. 

Reading corners with books front facing where possible.  

Display of year group’s 100 books in every classroom, pupils able to advise others. 

Book talk encouraged.  

Class novel every day – teachers bringing texts alive.  

Classroom doors sharing what the class is reading.  

Themed reading in KS2: 

Four sessions a week – with a linked theme over two/three weeks.  This theme could be linked to 

topic, science, text type or school and British values.  Each week has the same structure.   

Children need a copy of text each – this text needs to be kept for the week.  

➢ Day one:  

Vocabulary.  Pre-teach tier three and two vocabulary meaning in context, with actions.  Children 

are not asked their meaning until has been explicitly taught. 



   

 

   

 

Modelled read by teacher at end of session, pupils do not have the text.  The raise their reading 

ruler and/or complete actions when they hear the vocabulary words.  

     

       

Font is Sassoon.  Colour is green for definition, blue for synonyms, red for antonyms if appropriate, 

purple for etymology.   

➢ Day two:  

  Fluency lesson with vocab retrieval games as a starter, recapping vocabulary.    

Teacher reads the text whilst children listen, following along on their text with their reading ruler, 

text mark vocabulary shared previous day and any further vocabulary to discuss.   

Repeated reading for fluency.  ALL children read text a minimum of two times.  Children annotate 

text if needed.  Children use reading ruler so that adults can easily track where the pupil is in their 

reading.   Teachers ‘tap in’ during this reading – listening one to one with pupils.  This is where you 

can explicitly teach elements of reading e.g. using punctuation etc.  Vocabulary words are 

displayed on the whiteboard throughout the lesson.  

If text length allows pupils to rehearse one section of the text for reading if appropriate.  



   

 

   

 

    

  

➢ Day three:  

Reading strategies for deepening understanding- This lesson is a questioning session.  question, 

predict, clarify, summarise and activate prior knowledge – questions.  Draw it, diagram, put in 

order, visualisation.  Discuss sections of the text or the whole text.   

 

      

➢ Day Four - Reading strategies – explicit modelling of questions and answers using question 

stems.  Each term will see a gradually withdrawal of scaffolding and modelling.  Recording 

in English books.  READING VOCABULARY: THEME (Class novel in allocated time at the end 

of the day.  This may include the linking all texts together – e.g. comparing and contrast, 

summarising.   



   

 

   

 

 

➢ Day Five -  Reading for pleasure.  

Children read any books they would like to – set up the fire on the whiteboard, cushions out, 

children read with whoever they would like to, put large books on the floor, children from year 6 

and 5 may support year 4 and 3 when appropriate.  Book talk, discuss authors, share with friends 

book choices etc.  Encourage book talk in these sessions.  

 

 

 

  


